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Minutes
Minutes of the Local Dental Committee Meeting held on Monday 20th January 2020 at 7.30pm, at the Belstead Brook Hotel, Ipswich, Suffolk.
1. THOSE PRESENT : Drs Bhalla, Davies, Elahi, Norfolk, Gore, Jakileti, Pearce, Rolfe, Tocca Wardle & Woolnough
2. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE: Drs Barrett Clifft & Witherley
3. MINUTES of the meeting on the 14th October were approved and signed.
4. MATTERS ARISING
a. Tribute was made to our immediate Past-Chair, Des Stott who sadly passed away on the 1st December 2019.

b. Tribute was also paid to Nik Pandya who also sadly passed away on the 1st December 2019.

c. LDC web site now fully functional on www.suffolkldc.org.uk & www.suffolkldc.com including a mobile friendly option, links to LDN app amongst others.
d. Performer contact details. More than 10 years of requesting this information at National level, a campaign spearheaded by Clint Foreman of Essex LDC with support from the BDA, finally seems to be developing support from the NHS. As a statutory body, the Sec of the LDC should be given the contact details of the Dental Performers in Suffolk.
e. Contract reform. Progress continues to be slow, although TN reports an escalation of the pace following on from the election. It remains likely that the there will be no ‘Big Bang’. The Sec suggested that as more practices end up paying the NHS for the honour of treatment their own patients, as the Patient fee outstrips the UDA value, those practices will be more likely to look at the contract variant with more interest. 
f. Suffolk Practice in the news, handing back NHS contract. Attempt by the Labour candidate in Ipswich to make political capital from this in the run up to the election.
g. Recruitment. Remains an issue in Suffolk, but also nationally, except in London!
5. TOPICS FOR DISCUSSION
a. LDC Official’s day. Both Chair and Sec were due to attend, but both were unwell and unable to. Report from the meeting presented.
b. Brexit. Local anaesthetics remain the sole area that the suppliers are wary of supplies running low.
c. CPR Training in Practice. New Suffolk based supplier of training available to visit practices to do on-site training, details available form Sec.
6. REPORTS FROM OUTSIDE BODIES

a.
G.D.P.C. No report since last meeting
b.
LDN Meeting. NHSE concentrating their efforts in developing further NHS access in areas of need, where there is no service. There are moves to develop the specialist referral services that should have been in in place in Periodontics and Endodontics.
Pilot scheme for Oral Surgery department training links to practices to encourage dentists to work in identified areas of need whilst continuing their post graduate training in oral surgery. 
c.
East of England LDC Secretaries’ Meeting. Next meeting at the beginning of Feb.
7. OTHER CORRESPONDENCE - None
8. ANY OTHER BUSINESS –  Suspension of the procurement process for PDS Orthodontic contracts has been announced. Contracts will be rolled on for a further set period. This has been brought on by legal challenges, and in itself is likely create more legal challenges from those who have invested time and money in the process, not been awarded contracts in areas where the procurement has been completed.
9. DATE OF NEXT MEETING – 27th April 2020
8th June 2020
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